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‘Spying on Ourselves.

The Reagan Administration wants. the Congres~ * of people who are not reasonably suspected of crimes

. sional intelligence committees to bless, or at least’ like espionage isa political police force. N
- tolerate, the Central Intelligence Agency’s re-entry Over the years, national emergencies, domestic -
* into the business of spying on Americans. The ideais ° strife, security scares and power-seeking Presidents’

‘justasintolerablenow asit waslastspring. : L1t chipped away at the protections. The C.I.A. went so -

Then, the: Administration flirted with a Presi- ' far that in 1967 it launched Operation Chaos, an effort
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_ dential order tg’allow the. infiltration'of domestic . to counect domestic' dissenters. with foreign espio--]

~ more offensive: than, the' discarded ' one. It would;
- with . the: -Attworney:;’,General’s...approval,’ even;
allow the attempted internal manipulation of those
groups. -l nikREd: i Feuliegss. L SR
‘Tre C.LA’may'yet be able to explain to its Con-\ it
gressional overseers how the proposal, hedged:about: - ‘ture Presidents to renew the pledge to
with necessarily secret procedures and rules, canbe |, ‘outof internal security work.
adniinistered in keeping, with ‘American liberties. | 1.1 o
More likely the Congressional briefings will reveal |

‘ofthousands of Americans. * - . - gty )
i ... Just'six years ago, Ronald Reagan joined other .*
¥ ' members of the Rockefeller Commission to deplore

: Chaos'and:the-C.1.A.>s *‘deviation in the.United .-
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an old passion in the guise of a new and foolhardy -\ ! ; Presidents Ford and Carter made a strong start

“order that Congress should wam President Reagan toward creating reasonable legal restraints without;;
against signing. Indeed, even if Congress wanted to : sacrificing intelligence gathering. Their guidelines:
legitimize this. spying: scheme, it probably- would -.assured ‘that Americans needn’t fear surveillance

have to repeal a critical section of the very Jaw that - ‘unless Government had cause to believe they were -
KE AT R D I VYR by o ; TN

createdthe C.LA {Hjifakif o dn b % i lacting onbehalfof a foreignpower. . .. .. o
The National Security Act’of*1947 made clear :.: i -Thiswas self-regulation at its best. Now the Rea- '
that the United States wanted an intelligence appara- - gan security forces act as though those careful rules

‘saries — but ot ‘ane that could easily be turned in- | leashthe C.I.A. In place of strict rules, they pro

tus strong encugh ;g'pmtect against foreign adver- | are nothing but stupid red tape, Cut it, they say,Un-:.

" ward. ““The agency shall have no police,. subpoena, !‘to obey the law. But'it is only with rules that such a -

L law 'euforcegqent powers, or internal security func-. ; promiseican be trusted. Unless Congress dissuades: -
. tions,” Congress d"ecreed;-then.f' It knew that an : the President, he may sign the rules
agency with the power to probe and disrupt activities i ‘open theroad back toward Chaos. ..
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: States from its assigned mission.” They called on fu- - |
keep the C.1A.™

away — and |
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